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Mahopac Public Library  

National Library Week  
 

National Library Week is April 11 through 17 ð  
a time to celebrate your library.  MPL is planning several  

exciting events to help celebrate, so mark your  
calendar and look for upcoming events on our Web site. 

Story Time Registration  

for Winter 2010 -  

Birth through Age 6 
 

Registration begins on Tuesday, January 19  

beginning at 10 a.m. ï In-Person and Online 

Registration Only.  Beginning Wednesday,  

January 20 you may also register by telephone. 

Programs begin the week of January 25. 

For a complete schedule of classes see our Story 

Time Calendar @ www.mahopaclibrary.org or stop 

by the Youth Services Desk for a print copy. 

All programs are designed to develop  

listening, thinking, language, imagination 

and social skills, plus, it's a great way to 

meet other parents! All programs are  

intended to encourage a love of reading 

and foster a life-long desire to learn.  We 

encourage you to make use of the wide 

variety of books, kits and parenting  

materials available for loan at Mahopac 

Public Library.  

Preference is given to residents of Mahopac/

Mahopac School District residents.  Register for one 

program per child. 

Registration required ï online at mahopaclibrary.org 

or call 845.628.2009 ext. 100. 

 

In the Event of a Mahopac School Snow Day 

All story time programs (birth-6 years) will be  

cancelled for that day. 
 

In the Event of a Mahopac School Snow Delay 

All morning story time programs (birth-6 years) 

will be cancelled for that day.  Afternoon classes 

will take place as scheduled. 

School closings & delays are announced on  

Channel 22 or local radio  

WLNA/WHUD 1420 AM/100.7 FM  

WVIP 1310 AM WDAQ/WLAD 98.3 FM/800 AM  

WPUT 1510 AM Channel 22 

ñMore than a building that 

houses books and data, the  

library represents a window to 

a larger world, the place where 

weôve always come to discover 

big ideas and profound  

concepts that help move the 

American story forward and the 

human story forward.ò 
 

   ð Barack Obama 

        Mahopac Public Library is Your  

  Child's Number One Reading Resource   
We offer a variety of materials & programs that can help your 

child learn to read and/or strengthen your child's reading ability.  

From our Babies & Books through Stories & More for young 

children, to our Book Clubs for 1st & 2nd grades and Ramona 

Readers for 3rd through 5th grades, the Mahopac Public Library 

can help enhance your child's reading ability, comprehension, and 

imagination!  Mahopac Public Libraryôs Youth Services staff 

is ready to help you. Come in and visit, or give us a call!  

Photo of Mahopac Public Library by James Sparks 
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Notes from the Director 

The Numbers: 
July 1, 2008 through June 30, 2009 saw the 

reinstatement of hours (from 62 to 65 per 

week) and increases in attendance (up 

5.8%), circulation (up 9%), programs (up 

14.5%), and databases (up an astounding 

125%).  A poster contest that was open to 

all district school children ð Why I love 

My Library ð provided a visual reminder 

of why the library is so important. 

 

Activities and Programs: 
We offered more than 2,000 programs and/

or program space for people of all ages.  

Some of the highlights ð in addition to 

our annual summer reading programs,  

Halloween party, gingerbread house mak-

ing, in-house and community presentations 

by the Mahopac Library Teen Players, and 

author visits ð are listed below. 

¶ For preschoolersða variety of story 

times for children from birth through 

kindergarten; age appropriate arts and 

crafts sessions. 

¶ For school-age childrenðBook Bud-

dies and the ARF programs for strug-

gling readers; art workshops with art-

ist Jim Sparks and craft sessions with 

Regina Gelfer; chess; a weekly book 

club for first graders; Ramona Read-

ers, a monthly book discussion group 

for third, fourth, and fifth graders. 

¶ For young adultsðthe Teen Council, 

which sponsored a very successful 

food drive; art workshops with artist 

Jim Sparks; yoga; screening of anime 

movies; computer gaming; community 

service opportunities; PSAT and SAT 

preparation workshops; the site for   

Mahopac High Schoolôs Advanced    

Placement examinations. 

¶ For adultsðthree book discussion   

groups; a memoir-writing group; a    

writersô group; a needle-arts group; 

the Butterfly Quilters; the New Moms 

support group in collaboration with 

the Putnam County Health Depart-

ment; a breast cancer support group in 

collaboration with Support Connec-

tion; Internet and computer work-

shops; yoga classes; dance classes; 

lectures on a variety of topics from 

local history to gardening to financial 

planning; Wii bowling for seniors; 

digital photography workshops; and 

defensive driving courses. 

The Grants: 
Several grants came our way that enabled us to 

enhance our services: 

¶ The second year of a two-year Adult Liter-

acy grant provided funding to both the 

Library and Literacy Volunteers of Putnam 

County for workforce empowerment, a 

series of workshops focusing on literacy 

and computer skills, rǟsumǟ and interview 

preparation, and job search strategies for 

the clients of the Womenôs Resource   

Center. 

¶ A second year of a grant through the Put-

nam Arts Council with additional funding 

from the Mahopac National Bank and the 

Friends of Mahopac Library will present a 

year-long series of music, art, and book 

happenings (BAMM2). 

¶ A National Endowment for the Humanities 

grant ð Picturing America ð provided an 

opportunity for us to collaborate with area 

elementary schools.  Students interpreted 

masterpieces of American art and their 

works were exhibited in the Young Arts   

Gallery. 
 

Among Our Many  

Accomplishments: 
¶ Since September 2008, the library has been 

the location for VESIDôs (Vocational and 

Educational Services for Individuals with 

Disabilities) weekly community  

       information sessions. 

¶ Board President Alice C. Walsh was the 

recipient of Mid-Hudsonôs Trustee of the 

Year Award.              

¶ In cooperation with PARC, the Autism 

Resource Center officially ñopenedò. 

¶ In cooperation with Mid-Hudson Library 

System, we hosted the second annual Book 

Banquet, a look at some of this yearôs best 

books for children and teens. 

¶ Ten lucky school children had the chance 

to talk with the astronauts on the Interna-

tional Space Station through ARISS 

(Amateur Radio on International Space 

Station). 

¶ The library inaugurated a series of public 

education programs ð SmartNet ð about 

Internet safety. 

 

The  media remind us that libraries are being 

used more and more in these challenging times.  

In fact, studies have shown a positive correla-

tion between economic declines and increases 

in public library use.  Mahopac Public Library 

is no exception.  Residents are using the library  

to save money by borrowing the things 

they used to buy or rent ð books, 

DVDs, CDs, magazines, video games.  

They stop in to read the daily news 

papers, to research job opportunities, 

to get help preparing a rǟsumǟ.  They 

use our high-speed Internet to file their 

taxes, apply for jobs, apply for unem-

ployment benefits, and continue their 

education.  They come to our  

programs to learn about finances, to 

relieve stress through yoga or dance or 

Wii bowling, to listen to concerts, to 

watch their children and grandchildren 

put on a play, to look at artwork on the 

gallery walls, to attend story times, to 

participate in book discussions.  Or 

perhaps they simply come to the  

library to sit in one of our lakeside 

chairs and reflect.   

 

The Board of Trustees of Mahopac 

Public Library recognized that these 

are very difficult times for the commu-

nity and decided not to hold a budget 

vote this year.  The operating budget 

for the fiscal year that ends June 30, 

2010, remains the same as the fiscal 

year that ended June 30, 2009.  The 

library has accomplished this by not 

filling some vacant positions, by se-

curing assurances from several of its 

vendors that they will maintain their 

current level of fees, and by continued 

funding from both the Town of  

Carmel and Putnam County.  All of 

these factors will enable the libray to 

continue to provide the needed  

resources and services.  As long as 

there are libraries there will always be 

hope.                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                        

         ð Patricia Kaufman 
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ADULT PROGRAMS  
Register online @ www.mahopaclibrary.org, or call 845-628-2009, ext 100. 

DOCUMENTARY FILM SERIES    

Three Films, One Message  

PROTECT ALL LIVING CREATURES  
 

Part 1 ï EARTHLINGS  

Saturday, February 6, 2:00 pm 

EARTHLINGS is an award-winning documentary about the 

suffering of animals for food, fashion, pets, entertainment and 

medical research.  EARTHLINGS is nicknamed ñthe vegan 

makerò for its sensitive footage shot at animal shelters, pet 

stores, puppy mills, factory farms, slaughterhouses, the leather 

and fur trades, sporting events, circuses and research labs.  

Using hidden cameras, EARTHLINGS chronicles the day-to-

day practices of industries that rely entirely on animals for 

profit.  

Running time: 95 minutes 

 

Warning: This film contains graphic images of animal cruelty and is 

not recommended for young children. 
 

Part 2 - THE WITNESS  

Saturday, March 6, 2:00 pm 

How does a construction contractor from a tough Brooklyn 

neighborhood become an impassioned animal advocate?  In 

the award-winning documentary THE WITNESS, Eddie 

Lama explains how he feared animals for most of his life, 

until the love of a kitten inspired him to rescue abandoned 

animals from the streets of New York. With humor and  

sincerity, Eddie tells the story of his remarkable change in  

consciousness. 

BOOKLIST: "Effective and never over-sensationalized, this 

thought-provoking production will move both adult and teen 

viewers." 

Running time: 43 minutes 

 

Part 3 ï PEACEABLE KINGDOM: The Journey Home  

Saturday, April 10, 2:00 pm 

A riveting story of transformation and healing, PEACEABLE 

KINGDOM: THE JOURNEY HOME explores the  

consciences of several people in traditional farming culture 

who have come to question the basic premises of their way of 

life.  The film provides insight into the farmers' connections 

with the animals under their care, demonstrating the  

emotional lives and family bonds of animals most often 

viewed as commodities.  This documentary shatters  

stereotypical notions of farmers, farm life, and surprisingly, 

farm animals themselves. 

Running time: 78 minutes 

 

Register for the film(s) @ www.mahopaclibrary.org, or call 

845-628-2009, ext 100. 

The Insiderôs Guide to College Admissions 

Thursday, January 7, 7:00 pm 

Topics include: Should my child take the SATs or ACT? How 

important are AP courses? How many colleges should a student 

apply to? What is the difference between early action and early 

decision?  What should the college essay look like and how  

significant is it? Is an interview important? For teens & parents. 

Registration is requested for this free workshop.   

 

Overcoming Paper Clutter 
Organizing 101 Workshop presented by Ellen Kosloff, CPO® 
Tuesday, January 12, 7:00 pm 

Learn to organize papers based on your habits; distinguish  

between the three categories of paper; set up an incoming mail 

center; understand the basic guidelines for keeping vs. discarding. 

Ellen Kosloff has been featured in In Style, Oprah, Redbook, 

Good Housekeeping magazines, and on CNN.com.   

Registration is requested for this free workshop. 

 

The Basics of a ROTH Conversion 
Presented by John Sloan, Financial Advisor  

Joseph P. Lucia & Associates 

Tuesday, January 26, 7-8 pm 

In 2010 you can convert your IRA to a tax free ROTH IRA. 

Should you or shouldnôt you?  How do ROTHs work? What are 

the tax and investment implications? How does a conversion  

affect my heirs? Please join us for an informal discussion on the 

big financial topic of 2010. 

Registration requested for this free workshop. 

 

 

 

HEALTH AND  

WELLNESS PROGRAMS 
 

Steps Towards Mental Clarity 
A four-week workshop led by  

Meredith Laubin 

Mondays: Jan. 11, 18, 25 & Feb. 8, 6:15-7:30 pm 

This workshop is a gentle, yet powerful practice of breath awareness, 

mental focus and discipline.  Participants will gain an inner calmness 

through standing, walking and sitting exercises.  Reduce anxiety and 

stress; bring your attention to the present moment.  This workshop will 

not include the practice of meditation. 

$25 per person; in-person registration with payment required.  Register  

by January 8th at the Information Desk at the Library. 
 

Get In Shape: Lose One Pound of Body Fat Every 3 Days! 

Presented by Dr. Joseph Vetere 

Tuesday, January 19, 7-8 pm 

Lose weight and keep it off permanently!  Feel great and look your best! 

Reduce medicine dependency! Eliminate aches and pains! All participants 

will receive a free copy of Dr. Vetereôs most popular CD: ñHow to Lose a 

Pound of Body Fat Every 3 Days.ò 

Registration requested for this free workshop.  

 

New Year, New You ï Skin Care 
Saturday, January 23, 2-3:30 pm 

Join us for a discussion about skin care and the things that cause our skin 

to age.  Learn how nutrition and the environment affect our skin and ways 

to take better care of it.  A free mini-facial offered after the discussion.   

Registration required for this free workshop. 
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Located in the 1st floor hallway to the childrenõs wing. 

 

New Moms Group 
 

The New Moms Group continues 

to meet every Friday from 1-3 pm 

in the Lake View Activity Room  

at Mahopac Public Library.  The  

Putnam County Department of 

Health, in cooperation with MPL, 

offers this FREE parenting group 

for moms of children ages birth 

through 1 year old.  Learn about 

growth & development patterns, 

breastfeeding, sleeping habits, 

managing colic, immunizations, 

nutrition, parenting skills, coping 

techniques & more with maternal 

child health nurse, Diane Liscia, 

RN, MS.  Siblings are welcome!  

Please call to register at 

845.278.6558 ext. 2119.   

 

Drop-In Saturday Story Times  
for children 3-6 years old 
Saturdays ï January 30-March 20 

10 am (1/2 hour) 

MPL offers a weekly drop-in Saturday Stories & 

More for children who are not registered in our regu-

lar 8-week winter story time program.  Join us in the 

Garden View Activity Room at 10:00 a.m. every 

Saturday!  Registration is not necessary.   Children 

are introduced to new authors & illustrators every 

week and will make a craft project to bring home.   

Tumble -Book Library:  

e-books for e-kids! 
 

An online interactive story and gaming resource for children!   

Access this collection of books, games & puzzles from the  

library or from home online any time through MPLôs website 

www.mahopaclibrary.org.  Just click on Youth Services and 

follow the link to TumbleBooks.  

Gingerbread House Creations at the MPL 
 

Children of all ages ï not to 

mention some very imaginative 

adults ï participated in MPLôs 

annual Gingerbread House 

making event this past  

December.  Hundreds of  

people participated in  

constructing some of the most unique, extraordinary & 

charming Gingerbread Houses ever produced in  

Mahopac!  Creativity & candy abounded! 

Audio Books for Children & Young Adults  

 

We have a growing collection of wonderful audio picture 

books and easy readers conveniently packaged in hanging  

plastic bags outside the activity rooms on the 1st floor.   And 

donôt forget to check out our collection of juvenile & young 

adult fiction books on CD, as well as our growing collection of 

playaways for your older children.  Listening to audio books 

can improve listening & comprehension skills, increase  

vocabulary, and is an enjoyable family activity.  It's also a 

wonderful way to keep your child from getting bored while you 

are doing errands or on long car trips!  Once you've listened to 

a story, talk about what you heard and ask your children about 

their favorite parts of the story.   

American Girl Doll Program   
In Celebration of Chinese New Year 
For grades 1-5, February 16, 1 pm (1 hour) 

Children will learn about Chinese culture in America and how Asian 

customs, costume and food have enhanced the American melting 

pot.  Weôll focus on Ivy (1975) and learn about Chinese folk designs 

& symbols.  The children will embroider one of those designs and 

learn the meanings behind the use of specific colors.  Great fun and a 

learning experience too!  Registration is required ï in person with a 

$5 materials fee.  

Whatôs New from Youth Services  

Kidsô Port 

 

Hey Parents!  Looking for a great Web 

site thatôs safe, educational & fun for 

kids?  Kidsô Port has links for  

parents, Hudson Valley family fun, 

homework help, ways to make a  

difference in your community, fun 

games & more!  Check out Kidsô Port 

on the home page of MPLôs Web site, 

www.mahopaclibrary.org.   

VISIT THE  
Grades 3 - 5 are  

invited  

to solve the crime!  

 

 "Von Erickson's Gala Mystery"   

on Friday, February 26th from 6 -7:30 pm.  

Limited openings. Parental permission and  

registration is required.  



More from Youth Services 
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January 13  Make a Spoon Doll  

February 10  Make a Bilbo Catcher   

March 10  Make a Hornbook (textbook)  

April 14  Make a Decoupage Box   

May 12 Learn Paper Quilling  

 

 Each program runs from 4:30 to 5:30 pm .  
Children will enjoy learning about our country's colonial period 

by creating a fun & interesting craft each month. This hands-on 

workshop provides an opportunity to experience the techniques 

and trades used by the earliest settlers of our country.  Register 

separately for each monthly workshop.  Register online at  

mahopaclibrary.org or call 845-628-2009 ext. 100.  Preference 

given to residents of Mahopac/Mahopac School District. 

 

Colonial Crafts for 

children in grades 1 -5 

 

Youth Book Clubs  

1
st

 Grade Book Club  
Tuesdays ï Begins January 26  ï 8 week program  
4:30-5:15 pm  
Come share your love of books! Meet new friends! Have 
fun with book-related games & activities! 
All reading and activities will be done during meetings;  
no home work required!  Registration is required 
www.mahopaclibrary.org or call 845-628-2009 ext. 100.  
Preference is given to residents of Mahopac/Mahopac 
School District. 

 

2
nd

 Grade Book Club  
Tuesdays ï Begins January 26  ï 8 week program 
4:30-5:15 pm  
Come share your love of books! Meet new friends! Have 
fun with book-related games & activities! 
All reading and activities will be done during meetings;  
no home work required!  Registration is required 
www.mahopaclibrary.org or call 845-628-2009 ext. 100.  
Preference is given to residents of Mahopac/Mahopac 
School District. 

 

Ramona Readers  
For grades 3 -5 
January 14, February 11, March 11 and April 8  
4:00-5:00 pm   
Join us the second Thursday of the month for snacks and 
a discussion of our featured book.  Copies of titles are 
available at the Circulation Desk. 
Registration is required ï online @ mahopaclibrary.org or 

call 845-628-2009 ext. 100. 

Children's Theatre Workshop  
For grades 3 -5 
Begins January 28  ï 8 week program  
4:30-5:00 p.m.  
Children will learn a different skill each week - voice  
projection, stage direction, movement, character study, 
pantomime, and improvisation.  Children will demonstrate 
the skills they have learned in a 20 minute presentation at 
the last class.  The Children's Theatre Workshop is an  
excellent way for kids to improve social skills, boost  
self-esteem, heighten sensory awareness, expand  
imagination...and it's fun!  Registration is required 
www.mahopaclibrary.org or call 845-628-2009 ext. 100.  
Preference is given to residents of Mahopac/Mahopac 
School District. 

 

MPL Teen Players  
Our talented & gifted MPL Teen Players performed at the 
annual Christmas Tree & Menorah Lighting Ceremony at 
the Chamber of Commerce Park in Mahopac to help kick-
off the festive holiday season.  They are currently in  
rehearsals for their Winter Show ï The Ever After ~  
A Musical.  A special preview performance will be held at 
the William Koehler Memorial Senior Center on January 27 
at 1 p.m.  As part of our outreach program, the MPL Teen 
Players will perform at Mahopac Kindergartenôs Ice Cream 
Social on February 8 and at Lakeview Elementary Schoolôs 
Book Fair on March 9. 
The Teen Players is a group of young adults in grades 6-12.  They 
meet every Thursday at the library to rehearse and create their 
sets and costumes.  
  
 

 

 

 

MPL Teen Players 
Winter Show  
Saturday, January 30  
1 p.m. (1 hour) 

The Ever After ~  
A Musical  
This hilarious musical  
explores whether  
ñEver Afterò is really as 
happy as everyone  
expected.  Featured are 
Cinderella, her middle-aged ñbeauty-impairedò stepsisters, 
Snow White & the Evil Queen, plus funny infomercials for 
fairy tale related products and much more.  Donôt miss this 
knee-slapping, hand-clapping family fun!  Registration is 
requested ï www.mahopaclibrary.org or call 845-628-2009 
ext. 100.  

Youth on Stage  

Loudon Sainthill Costume design for the ugly 

sister from 'Cinderella' 1958  


